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Purpose and Nature of study 


The extension study described in this circular was conducted for the 
purpose of determining the extent to which farmers and farm vomen are accepting 
the improved methods taught vy the extension service. Personal calls were 
made by a representative of the Office of Cooperative Extension Work or of the 
Agricultural Extension Service of the University of California to every farm 
located in the areas selected and information obtained regarding changes in 
both farm and home practices that might be credited to extension. In addition 
to listing improved practices adopted on the farm or in the home as the resul 
of extension effort, information was also obtained relative to the means and 
agencies employed in extension-work that had in any way been instrumental 
in bringing about the acceptance of these practices. (Fig..1.) Only actual 
farms were included in the study, no information being included from people 
living in villages or in the open country who did not operate farms. 
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FARM AND HOME SURVEY OF THE RESULTS OF aXTENSION WORK 


Community === Farm No. Date Renter __—=_—Owmer____Phone__ 
Name _Address Size ot farm bet 


Years: On farms in County On this farm =20c ie 
Type of farming. [rrig._Non-Irrig.__Kind of Road__ pas 
Number in family: Adults Jumiors! Ages Miles to agent! 
Member F. B. (Pres.) (past )_ Registrant F.H.D.(pres 
Connection with extension work_, ¥ : 

Member what farmers! cooperative asstns Other Farmers Assins Ses 
Extension activities on Ranch___ 


In home oa = ee re (ane eee 
Other ext. activities attended or participated in_ rans Ses 
Contacts with Go. Ast... Hye ipe ee yee rr te Fes coir bee 

Club Agt. Proj. leaders or Com!t'men_ 


What specialists 


Farm and home |Methods largely responsible ae 1W € 
7 
as 


Rick ) 
practices adopted (See list below) Gade HD.A.| Club AiSpesT 
ee ee | — 


Abbreviations:- Correspondence (cor.), Office calls (o.c.), Telephone 
calls (tel.), Farm visits (F.V.) Study courses (st.c.), Leader training 
l.tr.) --Bulleting (bul.), Circular letters (cir-1.) Meetings (matg.), 
News service (n.s.), Extension schools (e.s.)--Demonstrations: Adult 

(dem.a.), Junior (dem.Jr.)--Inderect contacts (ind.) 


ea Maes ac a ok SE ae a 
Fig, 1 (a) Obverse side of questionnaire card used in collecting data. 
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a ae rae late 
Present [Years in | 
work Project 


Training after 
elub work 


tanding in 
community 


Present | Present contact 
- occupation | with extension work 


How has your community benefited through agricultural and home economics 
extension work? 


|What other projects promoted by Extension Service have benefited your 
community? 
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Suggestions for the improvement of the service: 


Attitude toward extension work psn ce pe re one 
If not a F.B. or F.H.D. member, do you feel free to attend extension meetings? 


Why was membership in F.B. or F-H.D. discontinued? 


Pe eeenrs reel Nee Te Ur tr nit, er Oe on ee ee 
Extension Services of the California State College of Agriculture and of the 
United States Department of Agriculture cooperating. 


Fig. 1 (b).- Reverse side of questionnaire card used in collecting data. 


Areas Included.in Study 


Stanislaus and Butte Counties were selected for the study. Hxtension 
work in these counties had been under way several years. Both employed a 
home demonstration agent as vell as an agricultural agent. ‘The ork had not 
been interrupted recently by changes in agents. The Stanislaus area com 
prising a block of approximately 36 square miles in the center of the county 
is located in the oldest irrigated section of the State. The chief agri- | 
cultural crops are peaches, grapes, beans, and melons. Dairying is an im- 
portant industry on many farms. The Butte County area including the entire 
southeastern half of the county represents a newer agricultural section of 
the State. Apples, oranges, olives, peaches and rice are the chief crops. 
A few beef cattle and sheep ranches are also located in this area. A small 
proportion of the farms in both areas were being operated by "foreigners," 
mostly Portuguese, engaged in dairying. 


Brief History of Extension in Areas 


Stanislaus County has cooperated vith the Agricultural Extension Service 
of ‘the University of California in the employment of extension agents since 
1915. C. M. Conner was the agricultural agent from 1915 to 1917 when he was 
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succeeded by the present county agent, A. A. Jungermann. Hope Baxter was 
employed as home demonstration agent in 1921, being succeeded by the present 
agent, Margaret Todt, in 1923. wo assistant agricultural agents are employed 
in this county. 


W. L. Sweet, the first county agent in Butte County, was employed in 1918. 
He was succeeded by the present county agent, H. B. Drobish, in 1919. Constance 
Douglas has been employed as home demonstration agent since 1922. One assistant 
agricultural agent is employed in this county. 


As in other Californie Counties, the farm bureau has been the farmers' 
organization in Stanislaus and Butte Counties with which the State Extension 
Service has cooperated in forwarding the extension program for the county. 
to Farms Included in Study 


General Information Relating 


A total of 1,415 farm and home records were obtained, 749 in Stanislaus 
County and 666 in Butte County. These 1,415 farms are 89.4 per cent of all 
the farms located in the areas covered. The remaining 10.6 per cent of farms 
were visited, in some casesseveral times, vithout finding anyone at home. Less 
than 13 per cent of all farms studied were operated by tenants. (fable 1.) 


Table 1.- General information relating to farms included in study 


All farms {Stanislaus anislaus |. Butte) ye. 
Ra peck yess ee Per- 
Nur 


Item | It umber) cent: ; Number! cent- cent- 


oh | age | | _age 
{ t 

Total number farms in areas--------- i 1,583 | | 737 
Farm and home records cbtained------ 1,415 4} 749188.5 | 666 | 90.4 
Farms operated by owmmers --------~-+-- ae 632 | 84.4 661 | 90.2 
Farms operated by tenants ---------- 8 117 | 15.6 651 9.8 
Farms with telephones ----~--------- «0 197 1 26.4 | = 34.2 
Average number of years on farm in | 

county --~----~---+--~-----+------- 11.4 13.2 
Average number of years on this farm 8.2 | 10-8 
farms irrigated --++---------~----- 1} 734/98.0} 569} 85.4 
Farms not irrigated ~----~--------~--- aes | ieee. 0 | 97+} 14.6 
Average size (acres) -~--~--------~-~ 3] 38.5 133 
Located on improved roads -----~--- | G72 | 444 | 59.3 366 | 55,0 
Located on unimproved roads -------- 42.8 | 308 | 40.7 400 | 45.0 
Average number of adults per farm - | wane 2.2 
Farms with children ----------+-~----- | 6868} 61.3 | 490 |} 65.4 378 | 56.8 
Average number of children on such | | } 

eee ee ee ee | 2.3 2.5 
Distance to extension office (miles) 2.8] OS | 13.6 

j { i 


i 


Thirty per cent of the haies had telephones. The average tenure of fara 
operators on the farms they were operating was 9 years. Ninety-two per cent 
of the farms were irrigated, the average size of all farms being 83 acres. 
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Fifty-seven per cent were located on improved roads (concrete, macadam or 
gravel). The average distance to the county extension office was 9.6 miles. 
There were on the average 2.2 adults in the farm operator's family. Sixty-one 
per cent of the families had children under 21 years of age living at home. 
The average number of children in these families was 2.4. 


Participation in Extension 


Of the 1,415 farm operators interviewed, 29 per cent were menbers of the 
farm bureau. (Table 2.) an additional 16 per cent had been members but had 
dropped out. Eighteen per cent of the farm women were members of the fam 
bureau with 3 per cent additional listed as former members. ‘The farmer or 
some member of his family was either serving or had at some previous time 
served as a project leader or committeeman in the case of 10 per cent of the 
farms. 


Table 2. - Participation in extension 


Per- Per- Per- 
Item Number |cent- Number| cent-|Number| cent- 
age age age 


Farm and home records obtained-------- 

Members of farm bureau (present)----- : ee9 
Members of farm bureau (former)------ 226/16.0 
Members of farm-home department 


(present )------------------------- ee 61 a6. 1 104 | 158 | 23.7 
Members of farm-home department | 

(former ) --+-+-----+-~-~--- ten an ee 1 421 3.0 | 1m! | 1.5 Si} 4.6 
Farms represented by committeemen or | | | 

local leaders-~-----~------------- a 41 30.0512 595) 7.9 82 112.3 
Farms on which extension activities | | | | 

were conducted--------------------- pe elols i) 4) (a me a= 89 | 13.4 
Homes in which extension activities | | 

were conducted ~-------~----------- 60| 4.2 | 24 | Soa | 36 5.4 
Farms represented in other extension |, | | | 

activities ----------------------~-- ; 909/64.2 | 463 |61-8 | 446 | 67.0 
Farms with boys and girls in club work 60} 4.2 | Ve ie 23 ys | 6.4 

| } 


cal Sc Rh eR etch pecs Stet Roe oe Me A pA E re th ce a 


Extension activities such as demonstration meetings, stops on auto tours 
and the like had been held on 11 per cent of the farms and in 4 per cent of 
the homes. Extension activities on neighboring farms or at community centers 
had been attended by representatives of 64 per cent of the farms. Boys and 
Girls from 4 per cent of the farms either were enrolled in club work or had 
been previously. 
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‘Contact with uxtension Forces 


As the result of farm and home visits, office calls, correspondence, 
attendance at meetings and similar extension activities, representatives of 
71 per cent of the farms studied had been in touch with some member of the 
extension service staff. (Table 3.) Contact with the county agricultural 
agent was reported by 67 per cent of the farms. [In the case of 30 per cent 
of the homes, some member of the family had been in touch with the home 
demonstration agent. The subject matter specialists who came to the county 
to assist with the local extension program had made contacts with represent-~ 


atives of 27 per cent of the farms. . 
Table 3. - Contact with extension forces 


Item 


Farms reporting contact with some 
member of the extension service- 
Farms reporting contact with | 

county agent-~-------~---------- 

Farms reporting contact with home | 

demonstration agent------------- 

Farms reporting contact with | | 
specialists ---~--------~------- 26. | 216 } 28.8 ) 162 | 24.3 


A 
i 


Membership in Cooperative Associations 


The leading cooperative associations in the areas studied from the 
standpoint of number of members ~ere the peach and fig, the raisin, the grape, 
and the milk producers! associations. (Table 4.) Other important associations 
were the Farmers! Union, the apricot and prune, and the canning peach associa+ 
tions. 


Farms and Homes Reached by Extension 


The effectiveness of extension teaching may be measured by the acceptance 
of the improved farm and home practices taught. According to the information 
furnished by the farmer and his wife, one or more farm or home practices had 
been changed on 64 per cent of the farms. An average of 3.2 practices had been 
changed on these 902 farms. (Table 5.) In the case of agricultural practices 
o8 per cent of the farms reported an average of 2.4 nev practices adopted. 
Tventy-four per cent of the farms reported the adoption of 2.8 home economics 
practices per home. 


Methods and Agencies which influenced Farming People to Change Practices 


If the farmer stated that he was pruning his orchard according to the 
advice of the Extension Service, or if the farm oman was using her guide 
pattern made on the gummed paper dress form, an effort was made to determine 
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Table 4. - mempership in cooperative associations 


i eae 
| \ 


"All farms ' Stanislaus | Butte 
| | Per= | | per- | |. Per= 


Name of association amber | Cent | Number | cent-| Number} cent- 
Se ae ee eee re: een RRA oe age | ! 
Peach and fig---~--------~----- 4 155 | VISES i Nh 18, | ea. | 53 | 13.8 
Raisin and grape----—4---.---_ Pee 4152. 1.52.68 | 3 8 
Milk-producers! Sie ae 125-1/14.8 88 | 19:0 | 37 | O27 
Permers) Unione. .-2.ceeaco a 72 ee 15 | ee 63 | 16.4 
Peviereandeauricot= —-—4=.-- 42-5. (i 8.5 16 ; 3.5 | 56 | 14.6 
Canning-peach association-—----- i 72 8.5 29 6.3 | G3) lise 
Nut associations--------------- +. 646 pee LT bet 26 | 6.8 
Fruit-growers' association----- 36 4.3 | 7 oe eres: 32 | 8.4 
RimesAssoc tatd Oh ——n oe ae Bacck Bigs - | - | 33.1 8.6 
Poultry-producers! association- 20 24S 18 3.9 ae -o 
Fruit exchange--~--------------- 19 | Bes 8 ie | pet | 2.9 
Pease SSOClati1On<---=-se02-———— | 8644 1.5 5 ee? S oe 
Wiscellaneous associations----- @ 8 Sad 6 | & 1.0 
Sweet-potato association------- 6 ped peo ee ce ns 
Cattle association-—----------- 6 V3 | me ~ | 6 1,6 
Olive association--~-----~------ +5 .6 | - | = | 5s) 1.3 
Table 5. ~ Farms and homes changing practices 
[All farms _|Stanislaus Butte 
[Per- | [Paras Per- 
Ttem a ee ages cent-| Number| cent- 
Su ene tA, _ lage pes 
| 
Farm and home records obtained----- i 415) 100 | 749 | 100 
Farms on which some practice had | | 
been changed---------~--~----—------ 90 ee 500 |66 8 
Average number practices changed--~ 3.2) -- ord | -~ 


Farms on which agricultural prac- | 


tices had been changed-~---------- B2epooe. 474 163.3 
Average number agricultural prac- | 
tices changed-------------------- Boe) = ees: -- 
Homes in which home-economics 
practices had been changed------- 344 | 24.3 b elGS aes 
Average number home practices | | 
changed------ +--+ ------------- | Pa -- | Peas -- 6 


what means and agencies employed in extension teaching had in any way been 
responsible for the adoption of the practice. In some cases, the methods in- 
fluencing the change in practice were quite definite and clear cut, while in 
others the adoption of the practice was due to the cumulative affect of several 
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methods. In a few cases, thé original method of methods influencing the change 
were so remote as to be eee Of Joentbit icatron. 


The means and agencies employed in extension have been classified into 
three groups for purposes of this stucy: 


(De =the propaganda group including general meetings, bulletins, circular 
letters, publicity articles an 


(2) Personal service group including” farm and home visits, office calls, 
correspondence and the like, and 


(3) The object lesson group including adult and junior demonstrations.- 


Of the 902 farms adopting improved practices, 80 per cent cited methods 
in the object lesson group, 83 per cent methods falling in the propaganda 
Sroup, and 32 per cent methods belonging to the personal service group. 

(Table 6.) ‘Twenty-one per cent of the farms reporting changed practices 
mentioned influences which could not be credited directly to any of the groups 
of methods given above. 


Table 6. - Methods and agencies which influenced farms to change practices 


a 


All farms | Stanislaus | ee 
| Per- | | Per- | 
Item ber ca a. umber | cent- Number | 


Cc 
agen . -azS ee 
ean 1 ae age ag 


| 
Farms on which some practice]. | 
had been changed-----~-~---- 902 | 100 500 | 100 402 | 100 
Farms influenced by: | : 
Propaganda methods---------- Le) ee oo 41S 8) Ge -6 4 oot + 83.1 
Personal-service methods~--j 292 | 32.4 | 181 | 36.2 Miers 
Object-lesson methods------ + 718 | 79.6 | 390 | 78.0 | 328 | 81.6 
Indirect. influences-------- + 186 | 20.6 | HB wi Posie eben 16.9 
| | 
Farms influenced by: | | 
County agent----------~---- 766 | 84.9 434 | 86.8 Oe | B2e6 
Home demonstration agent--- 3531 | 36.7 161 ene Ly e@ | 42.3 
Subject-matter specialists-+ 303 | 33.6 Loo | ota CLs | Oa 
| | | ! R 


Bighty-five per cent of the farms reached gave some credit to the county 
agent, 37 per cent mentioned the home demonstration agent and 34 per cent 
reported the influence of subject-matter specialists. 


It will be noted that one farm may have reported the influence of more 
than one extension method and more than one extension agent. 
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Influences Responsible 


Practices Chay 


The 902 farms effectively reached by extension reported a total of 2,921 
different farm snd home prectices adopted, of which 1,970 related to agri- 
culture and 951 to home econouics. In so far as it ~as possible to obdtein 


the informat tion, the methods re esponsible and the extension agents involved 
were reported for each practice adopted. (sable 7 -) The groups of methods 
maint>in about the ssine relationship to each ier as in the case of farus 


reached above. Propagenda methods vere ed in connection with 78 per 
cent of all vractices adopted, object lesson methods ~ith 73 per cent and 
“personal service methods ~ith 18 per cent. [ndirect influences ~ere re- 
ported as having affected 8 per cent of the changed practices. The county 
agent vas mentioned in connection ~ith 61 per cent of the practices, the 
home demonstration agent ~ith 22 per cent and the subject matter specialists 
Sith IB per cent. 


? 
tabie 72 — Practices. cha changed and influences responsible 
easy, “(All farms [Stanislaus | Butte 
7 ; iPer- | iPer= | \Per- 
Item Number cent-| umber |cent- |Nuaber |cent- 
eee ee te late tA eee ages oo 
| 
Farm and home practices changed---| 2,921! 100] 1.538! 100! 1,383} 100 
Agricultural practices changed----! 1.970) ; 1,106| | 864) 
Home-econouics practices changed-- $51 | | ASe | | 519 
Practices influenced by: | | | 
Po Cpe eanGa, Wet nol em sae | 2,283) (ee | Lavi 72.67 1 SG) ae) 
Perscnal-service methods------4 5381 18.4) 347 | 22.6 | 191] 3.8 
Object-lesson Me tnods—-—===-2--4 2,151) 75.0 BOs eb 7oh)) 099) 705 
imiirect influences-—-----. -=- 246i 8.41 163) 10.6] 871 6.5 
Practices influenced by: - : | 
County agent-----~--------~...- pF arset | 60.8) Ori 6s 14. 7 8081 581 
Home demonstration agent------ th esr Sly eh 41S) 187.2! 506 36.6 
Subject-matter specialist-—----- eat Gh oe ee cote ci e4 195) 1424 


The relative frequency vith which the individwal methods ~ere revorted 
is sho-n in Table 8. The adult demonstration ahd the meeting head the list 
with 73 per cent and 72 per cent of the practices respectively. ‘The close 
relationship between these to methods ig largely due to the emphasis placed 
upon method and result demonstration : meetings in both counties. Farm and 
home visits were reported in connection with 12 per cent of the practices 
and office calls in connection “ith 5 per cent. The other extension methods 
have apparently been little str ae by extension workers in these t7o0 
counties. 
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A list of the detailed practices reported adopted on at least two per 
cent of the farms is given in Table 9. The full list contains 74 headings 
in the agricultural and 21 in the home-economics frou, indicating the es- 
pecially wide range of agricultural problems in the areas studied. ‘The « 
pruning of trees and vines, poultry culling and the use of irrigation water 
head the agricultural group. In the home-economics group, dress forms, 
miilinery, general seving, and canning head the list. 


Other Factors Influencing the Adoption of Practices 


The foregoing discussion has been related to the extension means and 
agencies which have influenced farmers and home makers to accept improved 
practices. There are other factors such as condition of land occupancy, size 
of farm,'membership in extension activities, and the like which doubtless 
have had an influence also.- 


Condition of land occupancy. - The farm operator was the ovmer in the 
case of 87 per cent of the farms. Of the o-ner-operator group, 68 per cent 
put into practice teachings of the extension service. Sixty-two per cent 
adopted agricultural practices and 26 per cent adopted home practices. 
(Table 10.) In the tenant-operator group, 37 per cent had adopted some 
practice, 30 per cent agricultural practices, and 15 per cent home practices. 
Making allowance for the fact that 25 per cent of the tenants were "foreigners" 
as compared to 9 per cent of the ovners, the advantages of land ownership are 
still quite marked in connection with the spread of both agricultural and 
home economics practices. 
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Table 9. - Improved practices adopted by 2 per cent or more of the 
farms and homes 


Percentage of _ Ae be farms reporting 


Entire area Stanisleus ee 54 OL = 


Practices 


Agricultural practices 


| 
Prunine (recs. -~. eet ee 32.3 b2-0 | 51.7 
SUN Ine ard Neda eee ee 13.4 B1i0 4.8 
EO PRCA) Vn = create a 8.8 (axe | 10.4 
Si OG a es ag et Ss Ss 8.0 9.7 6.0 
OVGpe rd esire Vint sae e ee ee ae? aes. 5.8 
POC ad Tere Se ge 4.0 op ie Oo 
BOVeTIGTOUS = sn ae eee 4.3 o.e 5.6 
rere Grell ising... ooo = 4.2 Gol 9 
OCG Gh OPC a cn were pe Xe pak S.2 
ee hh I Ate re er 4.0 | Leas, 6.6 
Oia Les Fhe =o as ee ca eg | 7.0 
Grehard. Thinning =e. oo Su 26 | 4.8 
Soil improvement (general )---- elk 2.8 3.9 
SCIEN SO aiteadl <a aes ee Se ee ea 2.8 Bee o.3 
Gronard planting-a=--2--.=5.- 2.5 3 5.0 
BA OG ae ee ee ae 2.4 Tee 5.8 
Insect peste-—---—---=-2--- Bod 3.3 § 
Poultry Tecdings-—s<—22—- = | Fone) 2.0 | 1.4 
| 
Home-economics practices | 

Dress forms--~-~---~~----~---- | ey SRS: | 16.2 
My step rs ea ee Li 38 | B9 | 15.3 
Glewiius (serners] )----- sas 3.9 8.5 | 11.4 
(eeu tany he cee eee ee 6y5 5.9 6.8 

Renovating and remodeling 
CLOG 17 te ee ee 3.4 | <4 : 3.4 
1 Ses brak orgy Mao fie 1 Ano, eg ee ee gee ee ue 026 | 8. 
Food preservation (general)--- eel 1.3 | o+1 
Guide patterns-----------_--_. as. iam | 4.6 
I ed eee east | Bis 2.0 2.7 
ea Sh ee 2.1 1.6 | 2.7 

2B | aa | 
Table 10. ber of 
Eaeite ae ain AES ce 


ee 
Percent of farms Average number 
Ag 


{ ee Tr 
| 
lnmber [Percent Average | changing practices of practices 
Group of lage of Sizes seri = | Home | Any chang ed 
| farms; all culture} Beo- | prae- 
ee, ee ' farms eee at Ree Ss nomics staice 
| 7h cacCles. 


87 its 62 2 | 68 meg 


EEE 
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Nationality. - One hundred fifty-six of the 1,415 farms studied were 
operated by "foreigners" by far the most of whom were Portuguese. Only 18 
per cent of the farms in this group reported changed practices as compared 
to 69 per cent of other farms. 


Size of farm. - The division of farms into four size groups according to 
acreage has been made in Table ll. The percentage of farms reporting the 
adoption of improved practices is practically the same in all four groups. 
The average mumber of practices changed per farm reached increases only 
slightly with increased acreage. Apparently the very small and the very 
large farms are being reached to about the same extent as the medium-sized 
farms. 


Table 11.- Relation of size of farm to number of farms changing practices 


© Ee Ae ate ar ee ern 
Percent of farms Average number 
Acres Average |__— changing practices of practices 
sige | fgri- Home Any changed 
culture | Economics |practice 

Under 2Q ------- BY? 22 64 ee 

20-40 +--------- 60 24 3 

41-80 ------- --- 60 25 wie 

Over 80 -------- 53 29 ra 


sles 


Distance from extension office. - Is the farm located at a distance 
from the county extension office being reached as effectively as the farm 
but a few miles away? This ouestion is answered in Table 12. Within the 
range of distance involved in the areas studied, there is little if any 
apparent relationship between distance from the county extension office and 
percentage of farms reached. 


Table 12.- Relation of distance from extension office to farms 
changing practices 


Average number 
of practices 


Percentage of farms 
changing practices 


Number | Average 


Group distance} Agri-|} Home | changed 
aCO- 
nomics OF ma 
Under 10 miles---- 814 66 Lan 
10 - 19 miles----- 520 59 SS: 
20 miles and over 81 68 | aie 
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Nature of roads. - Fifty-seven per cent of the farms in the areas 
studied were located on improved roads (concrete, macadam or gravel). (Table 13) 
Sixty-five per cent of this group adopted improved practices as compared to 62 
per cent of the farms located on unimproved roads. This difference is $0 
slight, however, as to be of little if any importance. The extension service 
is reaching those located on back roads as well as those living on main high- 
ways regardless of the distance from the extension office. 


Table 13.- Nature of roads as related to number of farms changing practices 


cansaclea eatin tot mito : ban 
| | {| Percentage of farms , Average 
| Number \Percentage |__changing practices | number of 
Group | of ef el) agri-| Home | Any practices 
a oa farms farms cul- | Eco- prac- changed 
— te ture | nomics] tice” | 
| 
Improved roads---- 5g | oy | 65 A 
(- { 
Unimproved roads-- as | 62 | 3.0 
Net 2 te ee ee eed eat poset 
Membership in extension association. - With en farm bureau in the. 
counties in which the areas studied were located, the farmers' organization 


cooperating with public agencies in the conduct of organized extension work, 
it would be natural to expect a close correlation between membership in this 
association and the adoption of improved practices, This correlation is 
brought out in Table 14. Bighty-four per cent of the farm-bureau members 
reported the adoption of agricultural practices taught by the extension 
service as compared to 73 per cent of the former farm-bureau members and 40 
per cent of the nonmembers. ‘The average number of all practices changed per 
farm was also nearly twice as great in the case of members as in the case of 
nonmembers, 


Table 14. - Relation of membership in farm Eee to number of 
farms changing practice 
| | Pere entage of farms | Average 
eS oy Percent-| _ changing practices | number of 
j A | : A 
ae ee age of | égri- | Home | <Any | practices 
t ; . ‘ 7 A 
‘Group | farms all oui- | Eco- | prac- chang ea 
| farms ture nomics | tice | 
MM ee oo ae ee; iar ae patente CVS Sears hs 
Members of farm bureax- AOR he" 29 | 84 |; 44 | 88 {| 4.3 
{ ls 
Former members--------- | 228 | 16 | 73 | 30 | (viene 3.1 
Nonmembers------------ J 782 | Do | 40 | 13 47 | a) 
| i 


With membership in the farm-home depart tment of the farm bureau, thi 
relationship is even more striking. (Table 15.) LHighty-t-o per cent of the 
members and 57 per cent of the former members adopted home practices as 
trasted with only 9 per cent of the nonmembers. The members changed on 
average 5.3 practices of all kinds as compared to 2.4 for the nonmembers. While 
the influence of membership in the extension organization upon effective ex- 
tension work is apparent, it is equally apparent that a large proportion of the 
nonmembers have also been reached. 

2028 


A an ¢ aie fo 
: pth 
Vo 2 Sage O88 py abe? end Be Yemp tps, eevee: 
Foi ewes) a Cine sry e's nerf — “.69) theese 
as eB = SS was a 
= ‘ : oe Si Ge eu ys ng *~ aa baegadaie* ¥ 
4 “ a a vo = Pl dwt i : 5 , 
Fen a ae ha ’ eel ds) Szite. x mse peer 
PUIG E66 te SOP > oo ae Be RE Take bal Ret . 
: ie bi Say +? wr ed! op ee _ e- er ~ ge whe “f eat oe pats pay 4 
? ‘ttt (c atl etag 69 ‘sarees sa ace 
3 sgn yf k nang te 
— eee i ate bate 3 
: 
7" ten | aaa 
ae, a 
we! 
« ' wad ¢ y " as! . 5 7 
:‘s vd Pa faa pore Se | : te a= — re 
tere ad ee —ee 8 a or eae oalnatn: Ce ST ee = el i lA es ee yt ' 
: i. y ‘ 7 a ' 
the ee ke ee Se 
: ‘ 4 tion’ 
* . . i@ : -* no 
oa) . oct, y — ,. Se the se ET mS 
¥ ee 
ec el i a os y a ae Rat-htieee ee a nbneeni ae Te 
- J? of rasan’ me ot? 40RD -& neg Sepe<. Thy ress lesa satel 7) ae 
- cP 32 Pai - cet letphoeven oMe) eo saeet eeur golierte geatea gait: See Gee eee Ov 
x ~ is 3 - o ‘ ft : : s 6 
ic ot = a —s 7s . - ry «* = 3 on ase |< ob G2 ’ fas Bf lS etagens > 4 Pa E 
tan.2! yf wiyhia peeved tbteieerse <enls .«-toeger 24 (rtee ee Beene Ree 
i $ ro wn ie = 9) foaen -beroren 7 cn 2s ae ry bes wid Fel ores: 4 
£ > y a ie oe ? PIL nO fe Gs : fin : ze: 
Ke. EP wach « “c Sitee sug aie ect cit «MM offal ak ap eee tee 
. i ‘ ” ree . ~ «— me “ an 
‘ + age ant gend@oery leu {so veae % Sees Oy Berga) & 
’ i; yreaet + it or * rai v4 ers ol it @ ay 1 KGS > eaiesine ' : 
5 sate A vy Sin Po eed ex are oh, esis ones. 6s Be oat Taq .=/5 
%: . “ | , Dar lary —- —_ . a : _ a 
y ie “* ’ ‘ " . y A PPRERT li 7 sa vitor oly a => 
f : “~~ a ahomans Wh y) 
E y : fi. 
* a ae | > ~~ in r? 1.5 oa ne Sh 
SE AREPES. Oy EOS ha bil eas Ra ATL RMS = > ec REINS» eee 
$67 
+; Wodrr’* 
” / 
7, 
= i it 
ral 
2, wth 
. ~ * 
% a a se Bik ee ——— 


4 
y . 


ae: * ‘teste: wis", paren noe 
say 2 Gaping sa emer Pesca 
re aie gets on eciqart Hee 
ne cOretmaanee, edz. postr 


; Sar Dynice Ws. apr Ne 


” 


ethic 


Table 15. - Relation ot membership in home department to number of 
ha 


homes changing practices 


x Percentage of homes Average 
number of 


| Number | Percent- |__changing practices 
Group | of |age of Agri-| Home | Any practices 
: homes all eul- ECo- | prac- changed 
LS oe een BB eee homes ture | nomics | tice | 
| Hl i 
\ \ 
Members home department, 262 | 19 | (oc ee 82 97 | 5d 
| 
Former members--------- | 42 | 8 | 76 | 57 3 28 
id : | 
Nommembers----~~-~---~-~- | ce wa | 78 52 | 9 55 | 24 
| } | 


When the farms reporting changed practices are sorted from those not adopt- 
ing improved practices (table 16) one finds that in the case of the farms chang- 
ng practices, 40 per cent were members of the farm bureau and 28 per cent 
members of the farm-home department, whereas in the case of the farms where no 
practices had been changed only 9 per cent were members of the farm bureau and 
2 per cent members of the farm-home department. Apparently continued membership 
in the extension association is closely related to effective extension work. 


Table 16. - Relation of practices chanzed to membership in 
RELATION Of PTactices CHanrea vO Meomyeis 
extension association 


Number | Percentage | Percentage members of 


Group of ai) | a seit 
—— farms Sema mane te ager E: 
Practices changed ---~----~- 64 | 49 | 28 
No practices changed ---- b6 | 9 | 2 
rs ae oT A ae. eis ate ARE ae a A Pre eta ee 


Participation in extension. - The conducting of a demonstration, the 
holding of a field meeting, the meeting of a home-demonstration group or 
some similar activity of the extension service was reported on 14 per cent 
of the farms studied. (Table 17.) An additional 51 per cent of the farms 
had been represented at activities on neighboring farms or at community 
centers. The remaining 35 per cent of farms had never been represented at 
any extension activity in so far as could be remembered. Ninety-eight per 
cent of the farms in the first group, 84 per cent of the farms in the second 
group, and 23 per cent of the farms in the third group reported the adoption 
of changed practices. 
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Table 17. - Participation in extension activities as bearing op 
farms changing practices 
Sas caer al Seemcaaale eT Oe farms ' Average 
| i t 
Number] Percent ee si 
oO a 
Group of | age o Pe ee 
Pai all changed 
| | farms 
ire eee ae ac 
i | | 
Farms having extension | | | 
activities on farms or } | 
in homes--------------- | 196 | 14 | 93 60 28 oe 
Other farms participating | | | 
in extension activities} 721 Bt | 74 | 30 83 | 2-9 
a | 
| 
Farms not participating | | 
| i: fone ve donee 
| 


in extension activities; 498 35 | 21 


TS EES iter eren dort 


The average number of practices changed per farm in the first group was 9.2 in 
the second group 2.9, and in the third group 1.5. While one's chances of being 
reached were several hundred per cent better if one attended extension activ- 
ities, either on onets orm farm, or in the community, it is interesting to note 
that approximately a fourth of the farms not visiting demonstrations or attend- 
ing meetings had been effectively reached. 


Contact with extension workers. - Representatives of 1,010 farms or 71 
per cent of the 1,415 farms studied revorted contect with some member of the 
extension service staff. Of this number, 84 per cent reported changed prac- 
tices, (table 18) as contrasted to 13 per cent of those not enjoying such 
contacts. The farms making contacts vith extension workers also adopted on 
the average nearly three times as many practices per farm as did the no contact 
group. Since large Pane rs of contacts are made at demonstration meetings and 
other extension activities, this tabulation naturally bears a close relation- 
ship to the preceding one on participation in extension activities. 


ou 


Table 18. - OSA: with extension workers as related to 
farms See practices 


ee ee 


Percentage of farms Average 
Ishar mber | Percent- | changing practices number of 
bb et age of | -Agri-| Home | practices 
farms | all> | -cal~ | Beo- changed 


ture | nomics 


—————___—_+—, 


Contact with extension | 


workers-------------- | 1010 
No contact------- ----- 405 | 29 uy 2 13 1-4 
| 
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Membership, participation, and contact. - Where the farmer or the farm 
woman wias a member of the extension association and had aise attended an ex- 
tension activity or gotten in touch with an ext n agent, 89 per cent of the 
farms involved reported the adoption of new oar S- (Table 19.) Where only 
one of the above conditions had been met, 69 | nt of the farms reported 
changed practices. Where none of the above aah ong had been satisfied but 
19 per cent of the farms changed practices. me 2 se manber of Ee ae 
changed per farm in the first group was 3.9, for econd group 2-2 and for 
the third croup 1.2. The importance of the individual putting forth some effort 
to get in touch with the extension service, either by affiliation with the ex 
tension association, varticipation in extension activities, or ane personal 
contact with extension workers is clearly brought out by this tabulation. 
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Table 19. - Relation of membershi ext tension association and 
participation in rae activities or contact with 
extension workers to nunber of farms changing ractices 


be PIR ne Seat 
| of pre een ee’ of farms | Average 
pag Percent- | changing pr ractices | number 
Group age of | ‘Reri-| Home | Any oe 
na rms | ail | cul- | Eco- i prac- anged 


: 
| 

ee ieee ee 
| 


eee ae ues 
| 


Farms satisfying both of the 
following conditions: | 89 3.9 
(1) Membership in farm | 

bureau of home 
department - present 
or past. 

(2) Participation in ex- | 

tension activities or | 
} 


' 

| 

} 

| 

contact with extension | 
| 

| 


|. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Farms satisfying but one of 


ihe above conditions------- AB5 31 63 12 69 


ay) 
du 


1aQ 


Farms satisfying none of 
the above conditions------- 343 24 


| 
| 


Attitude Toward Extension 


A record was made of the attitude of the farmers and farmers! wives inter- 
vieved, toward extension work. Seventy per cent vere revorted as favorable, 25 
per cent as luke warm or indifferent, and 4 per cent opposed. No record of 
attitude was made in the case of the remaining 1 per cent of farms. (Table gO. 
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Of the 60 farms actively opposed to extension work, 6 vere members of the 
farm bureau, 15 more were formerly members, 35 had participated in extension 
activities and 35 had been in touch with extension agents. Tventy-two farms 
reported having changed practices. The relationship of status of membership 
in the extension association to attitude is interesting. One and five-tenths 
per cent of the farm-bureau members, 7 per cent of the former members, and 5 
per cent of the nonmembers were reported opposed to extension vrork. 


Po 


The percentage of farms actually opposed to extension work is comparatively 
small, only one farm out of 25 as compared to 7 farms out of 10 favorable. The 
fact that 25 per cent of the farmers are not interested in the work is orcous 
cern to extension people. 


Table 20. - Attitude toward extension 


. Entire area | Stanislaus 
miner |Rercenb- |maber|Fercent- Number percent 


Farm and home records obtained- 


Reported: Wavorable-----~-----~ 
Tndifferent--------- 
Qpposed------------- 


= 


No attitude recorded 


Causes of Withdrawn Membership in gxtension n Association 


The reasons for withdraval of membership given by the 226 former members 
of the farm bureau and the 42 former members of = home department are listed 
in Table 21. Increase in the amount of the annual membership fee, no direct 
benefits accruing to members over nonmembers, pce interest, and dissatis- 
faction with the mmagement or policies of the association were the outstanding 
reasons given for withdrawal from the farm bureau. Inability to attend meetings 
and lost interest were the chief reasons given for withdrawal from the home 
department. 


Table 21. - 


5, 


of former farm-bureau members dropping ovt 


for various reasons 
fi i 
Farm| bureau Home bureau 
Number}Percentaze aicare ne uae 


— 


Reasons 


Increased dues----------~--------------- ae ~~ ae 
No benefits---------------------------- | 13.8 | a | 4.8 
Lest interest-------------------------- 13.3 3 | Ded 
Disgruntl ed-------------------- ~------- ei 10.2 | 2 | 4.8 
Unable to attend------~--------~-------- eee 8: 8.8 | a is 
Not solicited-------------------------- 1? 7.5 1 | 2.4 
No-meetvines-—--~=------ saateaieeaieieasteaneiananaten iS 6.7 | 1 | 2.4 
Too busy--------- err 11 | 4.8 res | 4.8 
Negl ect------------ - -- - nnn 10 | 4.4 mal -- 
Farm bureau dead-----~---------~--------- 4 | 1.8 -- | -- 
Se egal opera eee . | ‘3 ehae a 
Discouragéd----------- <= --- + re} 4 | -~ -- 
TOO 010 ——-—-- =e ene en 1 4 “= -- 
Cent thse ose ne ites aaa a | fe | meee -- 
Moved =———-- — — Sn wn enn a] 4 -~ | = 
Poteet. yen oe Searcy 2 ae ee | ae 
| 226; 100.0 is —160°6-- 


TOTALS--—---------------- ae sh hc a alas | 
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Nonmembers Free to Attend Meetings 


Of the 1,008 former and nonmembers of the extension association, 749 
furnished information as to whether or not they felt free to attend extension 
meetings. Only 18 or only slightly more than 2 per cent indicated hesitancy 
to attend extension activities due to not being members of the farmers'! 
association cooperating with the State extension service. This is further 
indication that rural people realize the public nature of extension work. 


Summary 


The study includes 1,415 farms or 89 per cent of all the farms located 
in typical areas of Stanislaus and Butte Counties, California.- 


On 64 per cent of the farms, or in the case of more than 3 farms out of 
5, improved farm or home practices had been adopted as the result of extension 
teaching. 


A total of 2,921 practices were adopted. This is an average of 3.2 prac- 
tices per farm reached. 


Propaganda methods were reported as having influenced the adoption of 
improved practices on 83 per cent of the farms reached, object lesson methods 
on 80 per cent of the farms, personal service on 32 per cent} and indirect 
influences on 20 per cent of the farms. 

4 

Of the 2,921 practices adopted, 73 per cent were influenced by adult 
demonstrations, 72 per cent by meetings, and 12 per cent by farm visits. The 
less direct methods such as bulletins, news service, circular letters, and the 
like were mentioned in connection with only a small percentage of the practices 
changed, largely due, no doubt, to the fact that greatest emphasis has been 
placed upon the more direct methods by California extension workers. 


sixty-eight per cent of the farms operated by the owners reported changed 
practices as compared to 37 per cent of the farms operated by tenants in- 
dicating that condition of land occupancy is an important consideration in the 
effective conduct of extension work in the counties involved in this study. 


Size of farm, distance from the extension office, and nature of roads 
are factors of little importance in the spread of improved practices. lIarge 
or small farms, nearby or at a distance from the extension office, located on 
main highways or on back roads are all being reached by the extension service 
with neariy the same degree of effectiveness. 


Proportionately nearly twice as many members of the extension association 
were reached nearly twice as intensively as was true of nonmembers. The fact 
that nearly 50 per cent of the nonmembers of the extension association have put 
into practice the things taught by the extension service indicates, however, 
that extension is largely regarded as 4 public agency. 


Continued membership in the extension association is quite dependent upon 
effective extension work. 
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Approximately four times as many of those visiting demonstrations and 
attending meetings as of those not participating in extension activities rem 
ported changed practices. Those participating in extension activities also 
were reached more than three times as intensively. Six times as many of the 
farmers and farm women in touch with extension workers were reached as of 
those not enjoying such contact. 


P 7 i 
al Ten per cent of the farmers and home makers who had never made an eet Ore 
? to get in touch with extension agents, had never attended an extension meeting, 


or seen a demonstration and vho were not affiliated with the extension 


association, had accepted improved practices introduced by the extension 
service. 


Seven farmers out of every ten were reported actively favorable pope 


tension work, one out of four not particularly interested and only one out 
of 25 opposed to the work. 


The chief reasons given for withdraval of membership in the extension 
association were increased annual dues, no direct benefits not enjoyed by 
nonmembers, lost interest, and dissatisfaction with the management of the 
local association. : 


Gratifying as is the progress of extension work brought out by thi 
study, the study also reveals the enormous task ahead of extension workers 
in reaching more farms and homes and in changing more practices. 


